 Following Christ and Being His Beacon in Our Community
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COMMUNION SERVICE

Sunday, December 1, 2024       10:30 a.m.

Organ Prelude   “A Tender Rose Has Blossomed” arr. Rasley
                                   “Blessed be the God of Israel”  arr. Lash
                                          “O Come, O Come Emmanuel with 
                                                  In Dulce Jubilo”  arr. Caudill
Call to Worship                                                               
Leader:  This is the day the Lord has made
Congregation:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Opening Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer                                 

*Carol:                         “Behold”

Lighting of the Advent Candle   Vicki Graybeal & Rick Rineer

*Welcome & Greeting                                        
Please take a moment to greet those around you.

Children’s Message                                                 

Choir Anthem:              “Even So, Lord Jesus, Come”

 Announcements and Opportunities to Serve      

Sharing of Joys, Concerns & God Sightings        

Pastoral Prayer

Affirmation of Faith      Apostles’ Creed                     #716

*Hymn of Meditation:       “Spirit of God Descend 
                                                    Upon My Heart”           #249                                                          
Offertory Prayer                                                
 
Prayer for Illumination   

Scripture Reading         Luke 1: 5-20                        Barb Hess

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 
8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 
19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 

Response to the Scripture:
Leader:	This is the Word of the Lord!
People:	Thanks be to God!

Message:                           Preparing Hearts

Prayer of Confession: 

O Merciful Jesus, we are a world at war.  Our peace depends on your coming.  We are a sinful people.  Our pardon depends on your coming.  We are full of good intentions but weak on keeping promises; our only hope of doing God’s will is that you come and help us do it.  Lord Jesus, Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace, for your pardon, and for your grace.  Even so: come, Lord Jesus.
Take a moment to confess your sins in silence, knowing He hears you
Assurance of God’s grace:      Isaiah 40:1-2

The Lord’s Supper

Invitation

*Communion Carol:      “We Three Kings” (vs. 1-3)        #166
	Prayer of Consecration
	Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Closing Carol:      “We Three Kings”  (vs. 4&5)            #166

Benediction

*Benediction Response:       While We Are Waiting Come
While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.

Organ Postlude    “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”     
                                          arr. Schram

*Please stand if you are able
Words to all music are printed permission of CCLI# 196305






























Announcements &Opportunities to Serve the Lord
Let’s join together in prayer:  Two options:  Sunday Mornings from 9:00-9:15 in the conference room or by Zoom on Fridays at 2:00 p.m.
Today’s altar flowers are given with thanks to God for the love of family.  “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”  Genesis 12:3
Today our combined prayer service will be hosted at the home of Bob and Patty Brown.  Come and join us with Union and Middle Octorara at 4:30 p.m.  
Our sincere sympathies go out to Sue Armstrong and family in the recent death of her father, Ted Russell who passed away on Wed. Nov. 27th.
The PW Combined Christmas Party will be held Thurs., Dec. 5th at 12:30 p.m.  All women are welcome!  Please bring a covered dish to share and a $10 gift for exchange.  The gift exchange is optional.
There will be a Session meeting on Tues., Dec. 10th at 7:00 p.m. Come at 6:30 p.m. for a time of prayer.
Christmas Caroling is scheduled for Sun., Dec. 15th, leaving the church by bus at 4:00 p.m. and returning by 6:00 p.m.  Please join us for a covered dish supper following caroling.  If you don’t want to join the singing, please feel free to come to the supper.  The more the merrier!  Caroling to our shut-ins is a great way to get into the spirit of Christmas!
Mark your calendar for Sun., Dec. 22nd, for our annual Christmas program.  The children will be presenting a play and the handbells and choir will present Christmas music.  Invite your friends to join us in celebration of the birth of our Savior.

The Lanchester Chorus will be presenting their annual Christmas concert on Sun., Dec. 22nd at 3:00 p.m. at the Christiana Fire Hall.  This concert is open to the public and all are welcome.
The Mission Committee would like to thank everyone for their generosity of funds for Samaritan Purse to help aid those affected by the recent hurricanes.  We will be sending a total of $1,220.00.
Movie and Ice Cream Anyone?  All are invited to Memorial Church TODAY at 5:30 p.m. for a movie and ice cream social.  We will show the new movie “I Heard the Bells” from Sight & Sound Films.  Hope to see you there!
It’s the most wonderful time of the year when Bob Trimble and Rick Rineer bring you an evening of Christmas music.  You are invited to join them at Union Presbyterian Church on Sun., Dec. 22nd at 6:30 p.m.
A new members class will begin January 5, 2025 during the Sunday School time (9:30-10:15 a.m.).  We will meet in the Pastor’s Study.  See Pastor Tom if you have any questions.
PLEASE NOTE:  Peggy McCauley will be out of the office for two weeks, Dec. 8th and Dec. 15th.  She will be working on both bulletins Dec. 4th & 5th.  If you have anything you would like to be put in either bulletins, please send any emails to LBPCBulletin@gmail.com or put them in her mailbox by Tues., Dec. 3rd.  Thank you!
PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who has the authority to charge merchandise at the Giant stores and is then paying the bill, the remittance address has been changed.  It is now:  Ahold Delhaize USA, P. O. Box 198169, Atlanta, GA  30384-8169.  Any questions, contact Trish Blough at 717-572-9277.
Tithes and Offerings
There are offering boxes at each exit for you to continue giving to God’s work at Little Britain.  

You can now get in touch with Rodney in two ways!  If you would like to EMAIL Rodney, please let Sherri know – she will send instructions on how to connect (small fee involved).  And, Rodney loves receiving regular mail at Smart Communications/PA DOC, Rodney Pennington, QQ0914, SCI – Laurel Highlands, P.O. Box 33028, St. Petersburg, FL  33733.
ALTAR FLOWERS:  Anyone wishing to have altar flowers for a birthday, anniversary, memorial, etc. should order these flowers by signing the “flower book” on the table in the upper narthex, completing the order form, and by calling or emailing Trish Blough (717-572-9277) peblough@comcast.net.  You MUST contact Trish by the Tuesday prior to the Sunday that you would like the flowers.  The order form and check (payable to LBPC) should be placed in her church mailbox.  Cost for the altar flowers start at $60.00.  Organ arrangements start at $50.00.  Questions?  Contact Trish.

ATTENTION:  if you have anything you would like put in the church bulletin we now have a new email.  It is LBPCBulletin@ gmail.com.   Thank you!  
In His Service Today:
Ministers:  The Congregation
Pastor: Tom Milligan
Administrative Assistant:  Peggy McCauley
Choir Director:  Peggy Gordon
                        Organist:  Rick Rineer
Children’s Church:  Becky & Hannah
Helpers:  Harry & Abner
Nursery:  Amanda Robinson
Greeter:  Joyce Holloway


Contact Information
255 Little Britain Church Road, Peach Bottom, PA 17563
Telephone:  717-548-2266
Email: lbpc1732@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at: www.littlebritainchurch
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